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News Advisory 

HP Software-defined Networking Paves the Way 
for Customer Success in the Cloud 
 
LAS VEGAS, June 9, 2014 —HP today announced new open standards-based software-
defined networking (SDN) solutions that rapidly virtualize the data center, enabling 
customers to deploy and optimize secure, isolated cloud networks in minutes versus 
months.(1) 
 
Bridging the data center of today and tomorrow requires networks to dynamically evolve 
at the speed of software. To help customers maximize business value from cloud 
deployments, HP has introduced the HP Virtual Cloud Networking SDN Application, a new 
network virtualization solution based on open-source standards.  
 
The HP Virtual Cloud Networking SDN Application combined with a new HP FlexFabric 
datacenter 7900 switch series and the recently announced HP Helion OpenStack

 

® helps 
customers bring projects to market quickly, reduce overall costs and dynamically optimize 
their applications. The new data center switch provides a high-performance SDN fabric 
that delivers a high-quality application user experience, simplified operations and lower 
total cost of ownership.  

“Our customers are looking to the cloud for business agility and efficiency that will 
ultimately drive revenue, but this is hindered by the complexity and disjointed architecture 
plaguing data center networks today,” said Antonio Neri, senior vice president and general 
manager, Networking, HP. “In helping modernize our customers’ networks and transition to 
a cloud environment, HP is focused on software for the flexibility it brings—cloud as it’s 
meant to be can’t be accomplished without SDN.”  
 
Delivering simplicity and agility through SDN  
Legacy enterprise data center networks are closed and cannot support the speed, agility 
and scalability that cloud networking demands. The HP Virtual Cloud Networking SDN 
Application automates network service, allowing applications to be rapidly deployed to 
thousands of users or tenants. 
 
The HP Virtual Cloud Networking SDN Application delivers the agility and scalability 
needed to successfully implement private and hybrid clouds, enabling on-demand 
application deployment with secure and isolated virtual networks. This not only helps 
customers to quickly drive bottom-line value, but improves the end-user application 
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experience while opening the door to new innovations that deliver agility for customers 
with HP’s open SDN ecosystem and HP SDN App Store. 
 
“As an organization with more than 700 offices in 71 countries, we were looking to address 
the changing business landscape where digital is the primary driver by consolidating our 
business to three data centers, and flexibility was key,” said Jason Cohen, global chief 
information officer, Diversified Agency Services. “HP helped us build a global private cloud 
that centralized our infrastructure, allowing us to deliver better service across our network 
of marketing agencies and benefit from applications with zero down time.” 
 
SDN-enabled switches enhance cloud datacenter performance 
To further enhance network performance, HP introduced a new HP FlexFabric data center 
7900 switch series that delivers simplicity, agility and scalability while creating a cloud 
and SDN-ready infrastructure. The switch series offers a unique compact modular form 
factor that reduces cost and complexity up to 75 percent.(2) 

 
The HP FlexFabric data center switches integrate the virtual overlay with the physical 
underlay to create a unified resilient fabric that ensures network visibility, availability and 
rapid response time for end-users, as well as speeding workload mobility for VMware 
vSphere® vMotion by up to 80 percent.(3) 
 
Built on open standards, the SDN-enabled HP FlexFabric 7900 switch series offers 
customers flexibility and choice.  

 
Successful network transformation with confidence 
Network transformation to meet dynamic business needs can create business risk and 
disruption. HP Technology Services deliver an end-to-end approach that provides 
customers the confidence to successfully transform their data center network while 
maintaining business continuity. HP Trusted Network Transformation spans strategy, 
assessment, design and deployment, as well as management tools, customized support, 
training and complete life cycle program management across all transformational 
elements. 
 
Pricing and availability(4) 

• HP Virtual Cloud Networking SDN Application will be available in August as part of the 
HP Helion OpenStack. 

• HP FlexFabric 7900 switch series starts at $55,500 and is available now. 
• HP Trusted Network Transformation is available now with customized solution pricing. 
 
About HP 
HP creates new possibilities for technology to have a meaningful impact on people, 
businesses, governments and society. With the broadest technology portfolio spanning 
printing, personal systems, software, services and IT infrastructure, HP delivers solutions 
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for customers’ most complex challenges in every region of the world. More information 
about HP (NYSE: HPQ) is available at http://www.hp.com. 
 
(1) HP internal analysis comparing use of command-line interface vs. using HP VAN SDN solutions.  

(2) 4:1 reduction in design and operational complexity. 
(3) 80 percent faster Virtual Machine mobility,  according to Network Test IRF/VMware testing results: 

http://networktest.com/hpirf/hpirf1.html. 

(4) Estimated U.S. list prices. Actual prices may vary. 
 

VMware, vSphere and vMotion are registered trademarks or trademarks of VMware, Inc. in the United States and 

other jurisdictions. 

 
This news advisory contains forward-looking statements that involve risks, uncertainties and assumptions. If 

such risks or uncertainties materialize or such assumptions prove incorrect, the results of HP and its 

consolidated subsidiaries could differ materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking 
statements and assumptions. All statements other than statements of historical fact are statements that could 

be deemed forward-looking statements, including but not limited to statements of the plans, strategies and 

objectives of management for future operations; any statements concerning expected development, 
performance, market share or competitive performance relating to products and services; any statements 

regarding anticipated operational and financial results; any statements of expectation or belief; and any 

statements of assumptions underlying any of the foregoing. Risks, uncertainties and assumptions include the 
need to address the many challenges facing HP’s businesses; the competitive pressures faced by HP’s 

businesses; risks associated with executing HP’s strategy and plans for future operations; the impact of 

macroeconomic and geopolitical trends and events; the need to manage third-party suppliers and the 
distribution of HP’s products and services effectively; the protection of HP’s intellectual property assets, 

including intellectual property licensed from third parties; risks associated with HP’s international operations; the 

development and transition of new products and services and the enhancement of existing products and 
services to meet customer needs and respond to emerging technological trends; the execution and 

performance of contracts by HP and its suppliers, customers, clients and partners; the hiring and retention of 

key employees; integration and other risks associated with business combination and investment transactions; 
the execution, timing and results of restructuring plans, including estimates and assumptions related to the cost 

and the anticipated benefits of implementing those plans; the resolution of pending investigations, claims and 

disputes; and other risks that are described in HP’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended 
October 31, 2013, and that are otherwise described or updated from time to time in HP’s Securities and 

Exchange Commission reports. HP assumes no obligation and does not intend to update these forward-looking 

statements. 
 

© 2014 Hewlett-Packard Development Company, L.P. The information contained herein is subject to change 

without notice. The only warranties for HP products and services are set forth in the express warranty 
statements accompanying such products and services. Nothing herein should be construed as constituting an 

additional warranty. HP shall not be liable for technical or editorial errors or omissions contained herein. 
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