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HP Garage and
Corporate Headquarters

c.1905 House at 367 (then num-
bered 369) Addison Ave. is built
for Dr. John Spencer, a physician
and early mayor of Palo Alto.

1919-1920 The house is divided
into two apartments numbered 367
and 369.

1924 The 12 x 18 foot garage first
appears on Sanborn Insurance
maps of Palo Alto. 

1934 Bill Hewlett and Dave
Packard graduate from Stanford
University.

1939 January 1, Bill and Dave
formalize their partnership. They 

1938 Packard takes a leave of
absence from GE and moves back
to Palo Alto with his new wife, Lucile.

The Addison Avenue rental is specif-
ically chosen because it has a garage.

David and Lucille move into the
three-room apartment on the first
floor (#367) and Bill Hewlett moves
into the shed in the back. The land-
lady, Mrs. Ione Spencer, lives in the
upstairs flat at #369.

Bill and Dave begin part-time
work in the garage with $538 in
working capital, including the value
of Dave’s used Sears-Roebuck drill
press. They develop numerous prod-
ucts here, including HP’s first product,
the Model 200A audio-oscillator.

1937 Packard visits Hewlett in
Palo Alto; they have their first 
official business meeting.

1936 Hewlett completes grad
work at MIT and returns to 
Palo Alto. 

1935 Dave  moves to Schenectady,
New York, to work for General
Electric. Hewlett remains at
Stanford to prepare for graduate
work at MI T.
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Garage Timeline 

1940 Hewlett-Packard Company
moves to a larger rented building
on Page Mill Road. Dave and
Lucile move to the Palo Alto 
neighborhood of Barron Park.

1985 The garage is designated a
City of Palo Alto landmark.

1987 The garage becomes
California Registered Landmark
No. 976. 

1989 Dedication ceremonies 
are held for the “Birthplace of
Silicon Valley.” 

2000 HP acquires the Addison
Avenue property.

2005 HP renovates and rehabilitates
the garage, house and shed at 367
Addison Ave.

�Bill Hewlett and Dave Packard at
the dedication of the garage in 1989.

�David (Dave) Packard (left)
and William (Bill) R. Hewlett. (1939
photo)

HWY 101

Middlefield

Alma

Alma

Stanford
University

El  Camino Real

Hanover

Waverly
Bryant

U
ni

ve
rs

i ty

Pa
ge

 M
ill

Em
ba

rca
de

ro

U
ni

ve
rs

ity

O
re

go
n 

Ex
p.

36
7

A
dd

is
on

HWY 280
NORTH

HP 
Garage

H

decide the company’s name with 
a coin toss.

After Bill and Flora’s marriage,
the small bunkhouse becomes the
HP business office.
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